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Mapping Your Community

Goal:
Identify your mission field.
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Our Neighborhood

• Sketch the streets around your community. 
• Don’t worry about your drawing abilities.  Google maps are a great resource to reference. 

Mark the key locations on your map:
• The church
• All businesses (restaurants, bars, hotels, office buildings, shops, etc.)
• Non-profit organizations: schools, parks, government buildings, police, fire, and EMS, as well 
as any non-profit social service centers. 
• What about entertainment? Where do people in your community go for fun and 
entertainment? Movies? Music? Theater? Mark them on your map. 
• Can you guess what we are still missing? Yes! Homes. Mark apartment buildings, single-
family homes, neighborhoods
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The People in our Community

Who lives in your neighborhood?
• Note your first impressions before you leave the church.
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• Get in your car or go for a walk. 
• If you drive, you’ll need to make a few 
stops. Our goal is simply to observe. If there 
is someone who is new to your community, 
invite them along. They will often notice things 
you have taken for granted for a while. 

• Notice the age of people. Are there 
children? youth? young adults? adults? 
seniors? 
• Is one age group more represented 
than others? Are there an abundance of 
retirement facilities, or day care centers?
• Notice the ethnic and gender make-up 
of your community.
• What about types of businesses? Are the 
retail centers mostly bargain stores (dollar 
general, rent-a center, pay day loans, etc.), 
chain stores, boutique shops?
• Is there vacant land or abandoned 
property?
• Are the parks and gardens cared for? 
• Where do people gather?
• What language(s) is/are spoken?

Who lives in your neighborhood?

Get Out of the Building!
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God Moments
Where have you experienced God’s presence?

• You’ve looked at the geographic and social aspects of your community. 
This part of community mapping requires paying attention to the Spirit’s 
movement in your midst. 

• Where have you had meaningful conversations beyond the church walls?
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Needs & Assets

Once again, it’s time to get out of the building.
• Choose 2-3 parts of your community. You might choose a business district 
and a residential neighborhood. Or, two different types of neighborhoods.
• Go in pairs.
• Your task is to listen, record, and remain present to the people you meet.
• Ask the following questions:
• What do you love/celebrate about our community?
• What are the needs in this community?
• Would you be willing to help address the needs? If yes, ask for contact 
information.
• Thank them for their time and move on. Do NOT go into homes, even if 
invited. 
• Take copious notes
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Where is there overlap in what you heard, witnessed and learned?

Where are there places of conflict or difference?

Where are resources to address the challenges in your community?

As a result of this process, what is your first faithful step?

Bring it all Together
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Our Mission Field:
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Notes:
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